
`Executive Summary/Cover note
On March 14, 2014, the U.S. Commerce Department’s National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) announced its intent to transition the stewardship of key Internet functions to the global multistakeholder community.
 NTIA asked the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) to convene global stakeholders to develop a proposal to replace NTIA’s current stewardship role over the Internet Assigned Numbers Authority (IANA) functions. 

The proposal development process was grounded in the three communities with direct operational or service relationships with the IANA functions operator (“operational communities” or “OCs”) : the domain names community (organized around ICANN supporting organizations and advisory committees); the number resources community (organized around the regional address registries); and the protocol parameters community (organized around the Internet Engineering Task Force).  The IANA Stewardship Coordination Group (ICG) was formed in July 2014 to coordinate the proposals developed by these three operational communities.  The ICG was tasked to help assure that the proposals met the articulated NTIA requirements and were supported by broad community consensus.  ICG developed an RFP, provided to to each of the communities setting forth these conditions and the need to have open processes that resulted in community consensus with workable proposals that met the NTIA criteria. Proposals were required to answer the RFP requirements and provide support for the assertions made therein.  There was also a request to address issues and timelines of implementation.
Each of the communities has now submitted proposals.  Each OC proposal has provided the requested information and has been assessed by the ICG.  This ICG Transition Proposal for Public Comment and Consideration has been assembled by the ICG from the proposals of the three operational communities.  ICG has also evaluated the proposals as assembled for potential conflicts and inconsistencies.  We note however that we have assembled this proposal and move forward with its public review with one very significant caveat.  The proposal from the names community is subject to significant external dependencies on the work of the CCWG on ICANN Accountability which remains in process.  We also note that some issues related to the use and ownership of the IANA related intellectual property also remain in flux with resolution paths being formed across the OCs but also relying to some extent on external actors.
We proceed on this path of consultation with what may be non-final elements in the proposal in order to maximize out productive use of time.  We are all dedicated to an effective and transparent process that addresses all important outstanding issues, but does so with the greatest timeliness and efficiency that allows all of these goals to be achieved.  We are also committed to providing further comment periods should they be warranted by any material changes to this ICG Transition Proposal for Public Comment and Consideration. 
As we consider the timely and effective implementation of proposal elements, we also note that while the proposal as a whole first needs to be considered, supported across communities and accepted by NTIA, implementation of some elements may occur independently or in parallel as part of the IANA transition.  We have asked each of the OCs to address such concepts and timelines of implementation.

Outline of the comment process. To be inserted here
Review of timeline.
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