Web Page Material for the 
Combined Proposal Public Comment Period
The IANA Transition proposal: <insert links>

At the link above there is a detailed plan to end the U.S. government’s role as the contracting authority for the IANA functions and to improve ICANN’s accountability. The IANA Stewardship Coordination Group (ICG) is asking the public to review this plan and express their opinion of it. If the plan obtains the broad public support required, it will be implemented by the U.S. government, ICANN, the five regional Internet address registries, and the Internet Engineering Task Force. 
Background

Since the formation of ICANN in 1998, the U.S. Commerce Department’s National Telecommunication and Information Administration (NTIA) has been responsible for administering changes to the authoritative root zone file - the database containing the lists of names and addresses of all top-level domains. NTIA also contracts with ICANN to carry out the Internet Assigned Numbers Authority (IANA) functions, which involves the management of top-level registries for domain names, Internet Protocol addresses, and protocol parameters. NTIA also has a Cooperative Agreement with Verisign under which the company performs related root zone management functions. On March 14, 2014, the NTIA announced its intent to transfer its stewardship of these key Internet functions to the global Internet community. Transitioning NTIA out of its historic role marks the final phase of the privatization of the DNS as outlined by the U.S. Government’s policy statements in 1997-98.

For more information about the IANA functions, see these links
<1> <2> <3> <4>

The proposal development process was grounded in three communities with direct operational or service relationships with the IANA functions operator: the domain names community (organized around ICANN); the number resources community (organized around the regional address registries); and the protocol parameters community (organized around the Internet Engineering Task Force).

The IANA Stewardship Coordination Group (ICG) was formed in July 2014 to coordinate the proposals developed by these three operational communities. On September 8, 2014, the ICG issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) which provided a template to be used by each community. Each of the communities then used its own processes to develop a proposal for transitioning their part of the IANA functions, and submitted what it considered to be consensus results to the ICG. The ICG then reviewed the proposals for completeness, compatibility, and conformance to the criteria the NTIA said the transition proposal must meet.

The ICG is now seeking public comment on the combined transition proposal that contains the component proposals received from each of the three communities.

Note that in the domain names community, there are two distinct but interrelated and interdependent proposals; one dealing directly with the transition of the names-related IANA functions, and another one for enhancing ICANN’s corporate governance in ways that would ensure its continued accountability in the absence of contractual oversight by the U.S. government. The accountability-related proposals, developed by the Cross-Community Working Group on Enhanced Accountability (CCWG) do not deal directly with the governance of the IANA functions, but nevertheless must have broad public support for the IANA transition to proceed. 
Public comment period: <insert dates>

The public comment period opens <date> and closes <date>
Instructions for how to submit public comments:

<Insert instructions here, including link to public comment sheet if we develop one.>
Transition Proposal Summary

<Insert transition proposal summary, should be the same as what appears in the executive summary of the proposal.>
Call for Public Comment

Each of the operational communities has already sought public comments about the proposal components <link to a section below that lists the public comment periods>. As a result, the ICG is focused in this call for public comments on the combined proposal as a whole and how it fares against the criteria established by NTIA for the transition. Specific questions about which the ICG is seeking comment are listed below.

Questions Concerning the Proposal as a Whole

1) Compatibility and interoperability: Do the proposals work together in a single proposal? Do they suggest any incompatible arrangements where compatibility appears to be required? Is the handling of any conflicting overlaps between the functions resolved in a workable manner?

2) Accountability: Do the proposals together include appropriate and properly supported independent accountability mechanisms for running the IANA function? Are there any gaps in overall accountability under the single proposal?

3) Workability: Do the results of any tests or evaluations of workability that were included in the component proposals conflict with each other or raise possible concerns when considered in combination?

Questions Concerning NTIA Criteria

4) Do you believe the proposal has broad community support? Why or why not?

5) Do you believe the proposal supports and enhances the multistakeholder model? Why or why not?

6) Do you believe the proposal maintains the security, stability, and resiliency of the DNS? Why or why not?

7) Do you believe the proposal meets the needs and expectations of the global customers and partners of the IANA services? Why or why not? Please indicate if you are a customer or partner of the IANA services.

8) Do you believe the proposal maintains the openness of the Internet? Why or why not?

9) Do you have any concerns that the proposal is replacing NTIA’s role with a government-led or inter-governmental organization solution?

General Questions

10) [bookmark: _GoBack] Do you have any general comments for the ICG about the proposal?

Completed Community Public Comment Periods

<Insert links to past public comment periods.>
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